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Thomas S, Burack. C ommissioner

February 5. 2008

“The Honorable Martha Fuller Clark, Chair
Senate Energy, Environment & Econemic Development Committee
Lemslative Office Building. Room 102

Concard, New Hampshire 03301
Subject: SB 328-FN relative to a mercury-added thermostat recycling program
Near Chairman Fuller Clark and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the oppertunity 1o testify in support of SB 528-FN. which would e5tablish a
mercuryv-added thermosiat recycling program i MNew Hampshire.

The Department of Environmental Services assistied the Thermostat Recyeling Study
Commitiee it drafting this bill, which ereates a manufacturer-funded recycling program, requires
mandatory collection of thermostats by wholesalers, requires conLractors o recycie thermostats,
requires retailers to provide information on: thermoslat recycling and reguires the Department 1o
administer the program and set thermostal collection goals. The bill also allows retailers and
municipalities 1o participale as collection sites but does nat mandate such participation.

The passage of 1B 907 in the 2007 legislative session prohibis the sale of mercury-added
{hermostats by July 1, 2008 and other recent Jegistation banned disposal of these (and other)
mercury-added devices 1n solid waste faciliies. Thermostats can contain up to three grams of
mercury and therefore are one of the products with the greatest amoum of this toxic substance.
Because they are also ong ol the masl commonly found mercury-added devices in the home.
properly recyeling {hese items can keep a significant amount of mercury out of the waste stream,

The Department believes thal this bill is a reasonable approach to addressing the problem of
improperly discarded thermostats in the waste stream. It 1s also consistent with the NH Mercury
Reduction Strategy and regional. national and international efforts. Although we have exceeded
the Stratesy s initial goal of a 20% reduction in mergury ¢missions. more remains o be done.
Strict emissions limits have reduced mercury emissions from wasie combustion sources, but 1t is
imperative that we continue working to address the rool causc ol those emissions: mercury in
solid waste. Many common products. such as thermometets. thermostals, switches and
measuring devices. contribute mercury 10 the waste stream when they are improperly discarded.
When these items are burned. broken or improperly disposed of, mereury is released o the

envIironment,
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pollutant that accumulates in the [ood chaim. Like 47

Mercury is a highly persisient and toxic
onsumption advisory die elevated

ather states, New Hampshire has issued o freshwater fish ¢
levels of mercury in (ish and the resultimg threat to public health
We would be pleased to assist the Committee in any way that we can. Please call Stephanic

D’ Agostino (271-6398) 1F you have any questions or would ke further information.

Sincerely,
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Clommissioner

¢C: Memhbers of the Senate Energy. Environment & Beonomic Development Committee
Representative Derek Owen

Representative Michael Kaehn

Representative Roger Wells



